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Name change agreed
At the recent AGM held in Didcot Civic Hall members agreed to change the name of the twinning 
association from the Didcot-Meylan Twinning Association to reflect the new twinning arrangement with 
Planegg.  There was some discussion about how the new name might adequately encompass the fact 
that many members of the association live in villages surrounding Didcot. It was pointed out that other 
societies and groups based in the town have memberships that include people living outside the town 
and for simplicity, the new name chosen was the Didcot Twinning Association.  Moves will now be 
made to change this on relevant official documents.

NEW TWINS IN JULY!
The  first  week  of  July  saw  feverish  activity  on  the  part  of  
the  Didcot  Twinning  Association.    Not  in  anticipation  of  
the  royal  baby,  but  in  preparation  to  welcome  a  party  
from  Planegg  for  a  weekend  which  would  see  the  formal  
recognition  of  their  new  twinning  partnership.  The  
twelve  German  councillors  and  town  officials,  many  of  
whom  apparently  hoped  the  royal  baby  would  put  in  an  
appearance  during  their  visit,  spent  their  first  evening  
with  their  hosts  and  had  Saturday  morning  to  see  a  little  
of  the  surrounding  area.    Most  stayed  locally  but  some  
ventured  as  far  as  Wiltshire,  to  Avebury.

In  the  afternoon,  the  visitors  were  joined  by  around  70  
local  people  in  the  Ladygrove  Room  in  Didcot  Civic  Hall  
where,  after  swearing  the  formal  oath,  the  two  mayors  
signed  the  official  twinning  agreement  (a  hand-‐crafted  
document  produced  by  Cathy  Stables).    With  Mr  Stewart  
Lilley  coordinating  the  event,  speeches  from  Didcot’s  
mayor,  Mr  Axel  Macdonald  and  Planegg’s  mayor,  Frau  
Annemarie  Detsch  set  out  their  hopes  for  the  future  
collaboration  between  the  two  towns.  The  chair  of  
Didcot  Twinning  Association,  Mr  Phil  Hayward  welcomed  
his  counterparts  from  both  Planegg  and  Meylan  (Frau  
Gaby  Fink  and  Mme  Mireille  Adji-‐Anastasiou)  who  
together  looked  forward  to  extending  the  links  between  
the  three  towns  and  their  communities.  Gifts  were  
exchanged  and  everyone  was  invited  to  share  a  glass  of  
champagne  to  celebrate  the  event.

Axel  Macdonald  and  Annemarie  Detsch  with  the  treaty  

Watching  proceedings  in  the  Ladygrove  Room

Gaby  Fink  accepts  a  gift  from  Didcot  

Twinning  Association

Mireille  Adji,  President  of  

Meylan  Twinning Gift    from  Didcot  to  Planegg
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Coffee morning and plant sale
In bright sunshine, on  June 8th 
the Twinning Association held a 
fund-raising coffee morning and 
plant sale at Lime Tree House, 
Harwell by kind invitation of Keith 
and Kate Beswick.  The sale was 
later than usual due to the cold 
spring but there was a good 
selection of  plants for sale and a 
generous helping of delicious 
cakes. Thanks to al l who 
supported us in this venture, 
which raised around £200 in total.

Our gift to Planegg
To mark the formal twinning between Planegg 
and Didcot, the Committee commissioned a 
unique piece of art by a local artist.  Debbie and 
Mark Warder of Designs in Glass were asked to 
come up with a suitable design for a glass 
plaque.  Discussion about how best to 
represent Didcot, now that the cooling towers’ 
days are numbered, resulted in choosing the 
image of Wittenham Clumps to symbolise the 
area.  Once the main image had been decided, 
Debbie incorporated panels showing the 
railway history with a steam train and a modern 
diesel engine represented.  For more 
information about Debbie and Mark’s work go 
to
 www.designs-in-glass.co.uk

Spreading the word
In  July  the  Twinning  Association  
was  invited  to  talk  about  what  we  
do  to  Didcot  Rotary  Club.    Sue  
Totterdell  and  Marilyne  Marchal  
were  guests  of  the  Rotary  club  for  
lunch  at  the  Steventon  House  
Hotel  and  then  presented  an  
illustrated  talk  about  our  links  with  
Meylan  and  Planegg  highlighting  
the  importance  of  the  friendships  
that  have  developed  over  the  
years,  and  of  the  new  initiatives  to  
involve  local  schools.    They  also  
answered  questions  from  the  
Rotarians  present.Plant  Sale

Sharing  a  meal  after  the    day’s  formalities

Mayor  of  Didcot  and  Mayor  of  Planegg

Mayors,  chairs,  presidents

Mireille  accepts  a  gift  for  Meylan

Gaby  Fink  with  Debbie  Warder,  the  artist  who  made  the  glass  plaque
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NEXT VISIT TO MEYLAN

A group  of us will travel to Meylan for 
the weekend of 19-22nd September 
2013. If you want to join this trip, 
please check out the possible travel 
arrangements first (time is short) and 
then let Sue Totterdell know as soon 
as possible so that our friends in 
Meylan can arrange accommodation.  

If you have any dietary/allergy 
issues, please also let us know.

People booked on the following flights:
British Airways
 LHR to Lyon departing Thursday 
11.35 arriving 14.10
Return departing Sunday 19h20 
arriving 19h55 
EasyJet
LGW to Lyon departing Thursday 0815 
EJ8415
Return departing Sunday 1450 EJ8418 
EasyJet
STN to Lyon departing Thursday 
14h00 EJ3189
Return departing Sunday  17h10 
EJ3190

THE COMMITTEE

Chair: Phil Hayward

Vice Chair:  Terry Joslin

Secretary:  Geoff Oldham

Treasurer: Keith Beswick

Town Council Rep: Peter Read

Communications: Sue Totterdell

Webmaster:  Keith Beswick

Schools: Marilyne Marchal 

Members: Scott Wilgrove &

Janet Cockburn

Find us on line
www.didcottwinning.org.uk

In this issue you will find 
reports on the recent official 
twinning between Planegg and 
Didcot.  We hope that this will 
mark the start of a new era of 
contacts between the towns of 
Planegg, Meylan and Didcot.  
Such three-way links are 
relatively rare but we hope that 
each community will enjoy 
increased benefits of twinning.

We are also about to embark 
on a new venture with the visit 
to Meylan by a group of 
children from a Didcot primary 
school in September.  Contacts 
with secondary school pupils 
have taken place in the past 
but it seems there is lots of 
enthusiasm to find out first 
hand about children’s lives in 
other European countries 
which bodes well for the future.

We look forward to welcoming 
a return party from Meylan next 
year.

More photos of the weekend

Greeting  visitors  at  the  Civic  Hall

Master  of  Ceremonies,  Stewart  Lilley Axel  Macdonald  dresses  for  the  occasion

Two  visitors  get  to  know  Didcot  Railway  Centre

Phil  Hayward,  Chair  of  Didcot  

Twinning  Association
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